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SHORT TERM MISSIONSSHORT TERM MISSIONSSHORT TERM MISSIONSSHORT TERM MISSIONS REPORT: REPORT: REPORT: REPORT:    
MEXICOMEXICOMEXICOMEXICO 

In November 2007, NLHM Director, Elias 
Garcia, led a team from Westside Baptist Church  
& Tieton Drive Bible Chapel in Yakima and 
Bethel Church in Richland in presenting a 
Pastor’s Encouragement & Training 
Conference in the Jalisco Highlands of Mexico.  
The impetus for the Jalisco area was, first, that a 
large majority of Hispanics in the Yakima Valley 
are from this area; and secondly, it is known as 
“the circle of silence” for its lack of a Gospel 
witness; .03% of the population is considered 
born again believers.  Conference participants 
were local Mexican pastors and missionaries who 
are primarily church planters, many of whom 
continue to suffer daily persecution and hostility 
as they preach Jesus Christ as Savior.  
 
In March 2008, a second team from Westside 
Baptist Church and Sun Valley Church again 
visited the Jalisco Highlands area in a Vision 
Trip  to determine how a partnership ministry can 
become reality. Teams from all four churches 
participating in these missions are planning with 
Elias Garcia to form teams to partner with these 
churches in Mexico to work on future building 
projects, street evangelism through music, drama 
& sports, and professional business workshops. 
Plans are also under way to make the November 
Pastor’s Encouragement Conference an annual 
event. 
 
Following this Vision Trip , Elias’ wife, Arelis, joined 
him in Guadalajara as they led a group of churches in 
another conference, “Fighting With and For the 
Family.” Many of the 180 attendees expressed great 
appreciation for this timely help! 

 

    
VENEZUELAVENEZUELAVENEZUELAVENEZUELA    
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The NLHM Board of Directors meeting to 
discover God’s future plans! 
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